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How the Great Home Holiday
Came to Be Established—First
Celebration In America an In-
spiring  Commentary on the
Fluck of the Pilgrim Fathers.
Mational Observance Began
With Proclamation by Abra-
ham Lincoln.

Ol presi

dent

many veurs past the
uf United States has

procinimed the last Thursday

in November as the day the na-
tion sbonid give thanks, Thanksgiv-
jing day this yvear falls on the 25th of
this month, and the feast of thank-
fulnes< which the Puritanps
in the earty days of our history will
celebrated in the homes of hundreds of
thousands of Americans.

Thanksgiving Jduy is appropriately
tertoed o home hollday. It is the tlme
for family reunions, at which the old
folks usually preside. It is then that
the plum podding, granberry sauce and
the symbolle turkey nre the maln part
of the dinner the country over,

The pecullar feature of Thunksgiving
day—the reconsecrntion of the home—
was not always its most prominent
chargscterisitc. As its name implies
and as the national proclamations state,
its purpose Is to give thanks to God
for the peace that reigns over the
country and for the abundance that has
epowned our harvests. This is its os
tensible object, yet almost unconscious
Iy this purpose has become secondary
to the idea of home and of home gath
erings. The religious menning may
have no less significance, but the
aation has Increased In size and fam-
fles have been widely separated the
bome element has gained in ilmportance.

the

PILGRIMS' THANKSGIVING

It 18 nlmost 300 years since the first
Thanksgiving In America. The little
colony at I'lymouth, to all appear-

ance, had scant occasion for rejoicing

Nearly half thelr number had died,
and those who remalned must have
Jookdd forward with Inexpressibie

dread at the thought of another winter
of bitter New England wweather. But
religious ardor kept their hearts warw,
and with thankfuloess they gathered
In the IHttle harvest. Twenty acres of
Indino corn had been planted and six
acrves of barley and peas, The
were n fallure, the barley was indiffer-
good, and the corn, “God be

s

gllow ench individuanl a‘peck of mesl

“por week. This was their ecanse for
B fhinksgiving. To ¢elebrate this
\west worthily and that they might *
B er n monrt specinl manner relolce fo-
| gpther” Governor Bradford sent four

Umen out fowling., They Killed In one
j hy ag much as served the company
mlmost a week., The festivities lasted
for some days. but in the wmidst ap-
penred. ns unexpected guoests. Chief
amd his bhungry Indians,

- S0l
- whom they entertalned for three dayvs
_ Ro their mrcks

wore suspendsd
In scabbarde of wan
2 b trenchant knives, with
os sheryp as o e A I
gever poveriy might sogpest
tnst enter:aluing thi=s hnngry horle,
jexy divtnted the most geaerous hnn-
fity. 'The guests, howevers
Ives at howe, not only by shar-
- the provisions, but by takineg part
the fabor. bringing in wild tnrkers
md venison. Tor the place abounded in

thelr
mwom,
prolnts

pature of a harvest home festival
\TES USED TO VARY .
ts no evidence thart Theanks=-
day was a staied ausuual oc-

obsery eg#

1.—Slicing the pumpkin.
ner,
tion).
currence gmong the colonles.
givings were appointed as occasion
suggested, sometimes at one seuson
sometimes ot another. Record is made
of the appointment in -July, 1623, for
a day of fasting and prayer for rain,
and wihile the people were praying rain
came in abundance, whercupon the
governor of Massachusetts appolnted
a Thanksgiving, which was observed
with religious services. (n the other
hand, one appointed In 10681 was “‘for
stopping the bottles of heaven and re-

straining the excessive ralgn” Grad-
uully the tendency In the New Eng
land <colonles was for an annual

Thankagiving day soon after harvest—

a custom that was occasl lv ab-
servedd in New York and other states

Thanksgiving Jday was first a Da-
tional institution during the Revolution,
but after the general thanksziving for
pence In 1784 there was ne nationanl
appointment until 1780, when Wash
ington, Ly request of congress, recom-
mended a day of thanksgiving for the
adoptinn of the constitution At the
close of the Revolution there was a
disposition in New York to make the
day o regular institution, amd John
Jay ln 1795 issued a prociamadon for
Nov. 11 The act met with opposition

It was clnimed that Governor Jay was
to fintter religious
for pariy purposes, -

Up to the time of the elvil war the

seeking prejudices

official recommendation of Thanks
giving day was confined chiefly to
New England. On the Sunday preced
ing the appointed day the formidable
document, with the big red subernato-
rial seal, was unfolded, covering al-

most the entire pulpit. To the younger

members of congregation It was a mat-
ter of pecaliar interest. It meant n
red letter day and thoughts of tur-

keys amd minee pies mingled with di-
vinity ns the minister with frosty
hroath read the prociamation. When
he came o the elose nod 1ifred up his
eyes o heaven, saying, “God save the
commaonwenlth of 3

=ootmv] as if Ma bigsetts were biz

Mazsaclhinsetts,"

svr thnn the en uuiverses besides,
aml as if it were ander the special
fivor amd protection of God. The
Thaukseriving sermou. which in polnt
of werit alassl to surpass all other
sermons &f (he yYear, siwarys touched
upon  politics-—lightiy., of course. and
net \\'1!.5, towr much definiteness. for
slavery wns nol then a thing of the

past. gmd New England hnd mercantiie
which

guestion n

with the =

eelntions
derel thee

ron
delicate

slnvery

oue,  Thete wene excentionn] cases. hing
n the mnin it was o the New Ene-
lmod  cle whoe almed 1he dendly |

blow at =i It was the New Eng

land poets. Whittier, Longfellow, Low-
el et the oihers
JEFFERSON'S OBJECTIONS

Not  infrequently there have been
protest=s agzinst the right af civil ae-

thaorities to npnaint days
faatines or festitals, It ¢« meintalned
that this is=s n sirictly ecciesinsticnl
foncion. and as soch is an intorference
on: the part of the state and contrary
the spirit of the constiiuntion. On
thiz gronnd Thomas JelTerson refuse]
to fobhywy the example of Washington,

of religlous

1

2—The turkey's doom.
4.—Thanksgiving ragamuffins (photo by American Press Associa-
b.—Awaiting his fate.

| eranr Eradion] shared
11e said~k consider tie government of '

3.—The makings of a din-

Thanks- | the United States as Interdicted by the

constitution from intermeddling with
relizious institutions, their doctrine, dis-
cipline or exercise. Fasting and prayer
are religious exercises; enjoining them
is an act of religlous discipline. Every
religious body has a right to determine
for itself the time for these exercises
and the objects proper to them, accord-
ing to its own peculiar tenets, and this
right can never be safer than in their
own hands, where the constitution has
deposited It. Civil powers alone have
been given to the president of the Unlt-
ed States, nnd he has no anthority to
direct the religious exercises of his
constituents,”

During the eivil war President Lin-
coln Issued proclamations for special
Thanksgivings.
stitution has been national and an-
nual. It is said that President Grant
on one otcasjon ssned a prociamation
inviting the people to celebrate the
Fourth of July by religious
ances. This was an innovation swhich
the people at once recognized as an in-
terferonce. Thanksgiving day was
counutenanced by custom
to pass, but few avould be dispored to
permit further infringement on the
rights of the church. President Grant
evidently forgot his own advice to the
people, given only a few months before
in hi= memorable speech at Des
Moines, “Keep the church and the
state forever separate.”

Even if the sentiment shonld prevail
thnt the appointment of a day for
thanksgiving is no part of the function
of a state. there can be no objection to
the appointment of a day for a harvest
home festival, which indeed is the real
significance of the day at the present
titne, Almoest every nation has had a
reast of this character.

A UNIQUE PROCLAMATION

Since the first
ing proclamation by the conrt of Mas-

L fachusetts, though many of them have

been promulgated, the form remains
largely the same. The nation, state or
munivipalty s admonisbed of the pro-
priety of siving thanks, Maus
special  events are mentioned, but
usnully they are couched In high
sotniling terms and Lirief platitodes.
Occastonaily, however, the form va-
rle= pnd becomes conspicnous therefor
In 18%0) Governor Atkinson of West
Virminia siartled the courntry by his
proclamution. In & few brief lines he
enlled upon the people of his state to
observe Lhe day and appeided pwenty-
Gve texts of coripture, nll bearing upon

times

| the subfect of giving thanks.

tongress by specind esctment In
ISTD made the fourtlh Thursday in No-
vember of each yonr a lezal holiday in
ithe District of Columbin omd the terri-
torivs of the Unitedd States, Similar
fegisintion has been enncted by a2l the
states and the inTge cities.

To whatever extent Thanksgivine
dny may have changed ns a religious
observance. its social side remaive sta-
ble. Prayer may bave given wiy to
sport, as some say. in these modern
day=, but the feasting is just as mnch
o feature of the ocession as when Gov-
entertainment
with old Massasait at Cape Cod

LEORGIRPPIEDE

A-makin® of myself believe
Thet 1 was sore oppressed,

When realiy I, more than most men,
Have by the lLord been blessed.

I lumped my assais In o bunch
An’ thought them mighty small,
But when I take thom one by one
I scarce can count them all
An' when I look about an’ see
The things thet others lack
Thet I possess—waal, 1 declare,
I strike the other track!

The things we'd miss If we were callsd
To part with them—ah, they

Are things for which we should give

thanks

With swellin® hearts this day!

An’ few there be thet, takin' stock
Accordin’ to this plan,

Wil find the day half long enough
Thelr blessin's all to scan

—Arthur J. Burdick

Squaring the Circle.

The squaring of the e¢ircle was ban-
ned by the French Academy of Secl-
ences so long ago as 1770, when this
body decided that It would reject all
correspondence on the subject. A dis-

| tinguished French military officer, who |

believes that he has solved the prob-
em, is so anxious that his discovery
should reach the world through

president of the academy with a legal
notice to cancel this decislon—Tni-
versity Correspondent.

Old Hungarian Thanksgivings.

In Hungary thanksgiving dayxs or

| something analogous to them used to -

be commou, buot have pow passed
away except on rare occasions of na-

tionual rejoicing. Then a horse race
of a particularly exciting description

takes the place that football occuples

in American observance of the real
thing in the wa: of Thanksgiving
celebrations.
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- TRUTH,

= To Truth's house there Is a single

- door,
Which is experience. He teaches &
best -
WWho feels the hearts of all men In %
his breast
And knows thelr strength or weak- o
nesas through his own. .
—Bayard Taylor. e

S

Unreasonable Expectations.
If It be asked, What ls the Improper

expectation which Is dangerous to in-
dulge? experience will gquickly answer
that it 1s such expectation as is dle-
tated not by reason, but by desire, an
expectation that requires the common
course of things to be changed and the
general rules of action to be broken.—

Dir. Johnson.

Grist

The Olympic games In Sweden wers
a great financial fafiure, not less than
- $243.000 having been lost by the organ-
izers, according to the final anditing
of the accounts. From the standpoint
of good sport the gnmes were acknow |-
edged to have been well conducted.
Good order and system were charne-
teristic of the program from day to
day. But this good manngement mennt
beavy cost, and the promoters of the
affair find themselves facing this great
deficit. This amount does not include
the cost of the stadlum. y
The whole income from the stadinm,
including senson tickets, was slightly
more than $2704i¢. On the day of the
Marathon £22.788 was tnken in at the
gates, and adding to thig the season
tickets for that day the Income was
$34.128, which Is the Iargest sum ever

the |
proper channel that he has served the |

taken in Sweden for a public affalr,

Sweden is not disheartened hy the
deficit. as it was expected from the
start, and the country feels well repaid
In having shown the world the high
degree of her sportsmanship and man-
ageiment.

Sir Thomas Lipton, the English
yachtsman, has offered a valuable
trophy to be raced for by motorbouts
in the annoal New York Athletic club’s
Block lsiand race next June.

The dssociation of football with
Thanksgiving day arose In the colleges
of the couniry about twenty-five years

1
| pouring to witness the finnl contests.

|
I Intercollegiate football showed

ago, when it became the custom to set
that holiday as the time for playing
the great deeciding games. Now It

im:;rl:s.- the end of the foothall senson,

and each year there s a great out-

that
the new rules will bring about the
equalization of the defense and attack
which the rulemakers almed at last
fall.

The unrestricted forward pass is
sure to bring about an extensive devel-
opment of the possibllities of that
play, and the pass is being tried quite
generally by most of the teams which
held aloof frow it during the Iast few
seasons because it was a dangerous

| and aneertain- manner of advancing

the ball. The unrestricted forward
pass has probably done jJust what
football men expected it would do—

open up the defense nnd give a greater
chance for a shifting attack. While
the forward pass was restricted to a
twenty yard zone and also the ons=ide
kick, the Jdefense was concentrated in
this Hmited area. Now it bhas been
spread out. and there s a much fairer
chance for the rushing game.

This year's game has shown that
football is going to be a much improv-
ed athletlc spectacle from the specta-
tors' point of wview. There will be

From the Sport Mill

By STADIUM

plisty of i sy, @ith rasbed out-
aildes of flie fuekies gad onde. The siuc-
comafill tefins fhis penr must bave a
viarlety of plays, and, uniike the old
gathe, the plags %11 notf be started
fromn a lmdted aron dis the back fleld
There nre nwmereiz =hilft fermntions
and variows kimnds of sttsck to draw
oul the defenss.  In st yrurs gnne
the altack was s evidest Lhat (he de
fense hud plenity of tline to pregmre Tor
It, nnd for thet remson the rmahlng
game falled completely nunder the old
code. With four downs in which o
guin ten yards thin season, an offenne
muy be developed which will kesp the
defense conslnntly sprend ool

The great foothmll game hetwesen the
il
0

Army
Nov.

Navy fteams takea place
Frankiin feld. Philadel-

i

Photo by American Fress Assoclation

Leland S. Devore, Captain of the Army
Football Eleven,

phla. Captain Devore of the Army
team, who was chosen as the All Amer-
lean tackle Inst year, is the tallest
tackle on any of the big teams and is
exceptionslly fast in the game. Last
year's game was won by the Army,
with a score of 8 to 0,

Savannah, Gd., may try to get the
automobile road races back next year,
asccording to Arthur W. Solomon, sec
retary of the Savannah Automobile

club.

Laughs

wixt lurkey Bites

Since his time the In."

observ- |

and allowed |

of those clinging gowns, Mnae? |
“Yes: he llkes one to cling to me for
about three years."—Lippincott’s,

there's

recorded Thanksgiv- |

Hterary man, <don’t

Ing year with our carnd ciabs.”

A Useful Period.
“Some employers seem to think that

old men won't do for business these
days.”

“Why not?*
“Pace too fast, 1 goess.’
“Well, I don't know. When they get

too old to be Interested in canoes or

mandolins or fancy vests I find “em
pretty good for work.”—Chlcago Jour-
nai.

The Older Fashion.

AMrs. Shortley was discussing the lat. |
est fashions with & young lady caller.

“Did you say your husband was fond

He's Stuck on the Job.
“No matter how long the ballot is,
one man in our block who

doesn't mind handling it.”
“wWell, who Is he?'
Paste,

“John the paper hanger, of

COuUrss®,

Cholis—Arthah is becoming quite a
you Know.

Willie—Indead: What

ten?

Cholly—He seut the editor a list of |
the guests at his dinner, and the !'dltor! You wene just ss trouble: ol
printed it, bahk Jove! esome

Delightfui Prospects.
“We onsht to bave s most interest-

“That 07"
“Yes: three of laxy years members

are suinz for divorce.™

“The college 1 vwent to didn’t have a

very good football team ™ —Loulsville
| Courler-Jourual

has he wﬂt-{

Not Worthy of Mention. !
“How is it 1 pever hear you say a |
wond aboot your old college days?™

| don

Apt Description.

“IPhat man i not a very good logi-
cian, but he is a most Impressive talk-
er.” “Yes,” replied Senator Sorghum;
“he is what the musicinns refer to as
a performer with more temperament
than technigue.”"—Washington Star.

Any More? ,

First Nelghbor—Have youn heard tell |
newfangled trial marriages?

of them
Secand Nelghbor—I don’t see nothin®
newfangled about "em. Mine's been a
trinl to me for the last twenty years!
—Judge.

A Cold Deal.

the man’s

I'hy=jcinn—Did
tempernture?
Student—I think 1 did.

You ke

1 put him on
loe.

A Jovial Friend,
The Artist—1 think T've got & good |
joke thiz time—what! |
The BEditor—You're right. It Is a
good joke. 1 always laugh at thi= one
hefore | reject it; done it for years— :
Sketol,

Proves That Men Are Hounded! ;
Peck—You will never zet the dog to
mimndl you, my dear.

Mrs, Peck—1 will

with patience,

at first —RBoston Transcript.

Envy.

“Let the Indizns handle money in |

oriler to make them independent,” says |

a govermment order. Lotz of house |

wives wish they .were Indittns—New
York Suu.

An Architectural w' il
Sport—Why do you call your horse

| Plea?

Cabby—Beecause he always looks like
l’wwuguingmfnudpwn.bulhel
y A .

|

| last be said be was in the gunrdhouse

Making His Importance Clear,

“Mrs, Jipes, I think I have heard
yYou say you have a cousin In the reg-
ular army. He s an officer, 1 pre-
smme ¥’

“Yes; he holds some responsible po-
sition. but 1 don't exnctly know the
nature of it. When he wrotée to me

—whatever that ia.”"—Chicago Tribune.
To Be Expected.

“It seems to me that after some of
these trusts have dissolved,” said the
puszled citizen, *“they prove to be
harder propositions than ever.™

“That,” replied Professor Hibrow,
“is but natural, A great many suab-
stances after they dissolve Immediate
Iy proceed to erystallize.”—Washing-
ton Star,

Unpopular Conceasion.
The Viear (anncuncing “outing” for
mothers’ meeting)—We shall assemble

| at half past 9, and—er—you may bring

your husbands. Chorus of Mothers—

| Oh, but we want to enjoy ourseives'—

Punch. 1

No Doubt About It.

Watson—Do. you think young Brown

is =merious
dsughter?

Mrs, Watsop—¥es: [ overheard kim
asking her whether you sre 8 member
of the firmn or only work on salary,

in bis attentions to our

Cause of Dislike.
Parks—1I don't llke thnt woman.
Mark=—Why not?
Parks—She's the woman who s all
the tie teaching iy wife n new way

| of serving up cold meat.

.
in Passing.
Townley—How's the new cook get-
ting on? P
Subbubs—I don’t know. She didn't
leave ber address.—Boston Transcript. '




